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Newsletter

Dear Parents and Carers,

With Christmas approaching, we are looking forward to the festive season
here at Lydalls. This newsletter contains some important Christmas updates,
significant festive dates and experiences, as well as other updates, reminders,
and news. As always, please do stop by and see me if you have any questions
or queries.

Staff News

Steph Cole will be leaving Lydalls at the end of January to work

within her family business. We will miss her enormously and

wish her all the very best for the future. Steph Cole will stay on

as bank staff and so we hope to see her from time to time.

Steph Todd will be taking a leave of absence from work as she undergoes a
partial knee replacement operation. | have written directly to the parents of
Steph’s key children to explain the plans for her groups. | am sure you will join
me in wishing Steph a speedy recovery.

Christmas Bazaar

Friday 5" December 4-6pm

Please save the date of our Christmas Bazaar, which is

always a fun and festive family event. Look out for notices

and Parentmail messages about this event in the coming weeks.
The Christmas Bazaar is an annual fundraiser which includes a raffle, activities

and festive treats. We hope you will be able to join us
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Parents of infant school children born between 1 September 2021 and 31
August 2022 need to apply for an infant or primary school place for September
2026. Deadline for applications is 15 January 2026. You can find more
information here: https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-
school-place/reception-applications/make-application

School Places

Parents of children born between 1 April 2022 and 31 August 2022 can request
that their application be delayed to September 2027 instead of the 2026/27
academic year. You can find more information here:
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/defer-
reception-application

In the summer term primary schools nearly always invite children for settling
visits. At Lydalls the week beginning 15 June is transition week. During this
week our older children attend special group times about starting school, meet
other children who will be starting school with them, and we also invite staff
from primary schools to join us. For this reason, we strongly encourage you to
resist taking your child on holiday in June or July.

Starting SChool!

Advance Notice for Christmas Events
and Session Changes
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On Wednesday 3" December and
Wednesday 17*" December, we are holding 2
special Christmas events for children in the
main nursery (see details below).

These both take place in the morning and are
for ALL children from both the morning and
afternoons. Children who only attend in the
afternoon should instead attend from 8.45-
11.35 on these days.

There will be no afternoon session for
afternoon only children. Please come to the
events in the morning instead (see details
below). If you have concerns about this please
come and speak to me and | will do my very
best to accommodate any alternative
arrangements.

This notice is for children attending in the
main nursery school only. The 2-year-old base
will be open as usual. Children in this base will
have their own Christmas activities and will be
able to join in with other events when they
are a little older and join the main nursery.

Panto

On Wednesday 3™ December, we have
arranged for a theatre group to come to
Lydalls to perform the pantomime of Little
Red Riding Hood for all children in the main
nursery school. The performance will start at
9.30am. We will be asking for a voluntary
donation of £5 to cover the cost of the
performance.

Christmas Party

Wednesday 17" December is our Christmas
party day for all children in the main nursery.
This takes place during the morning session.
At the end of the morning children will
perform a selection of Christmas songs —
please do come and join us at 11.15am for
this special event. We will be asking for a
voluntary donation of £2 to cover the cost of
party food.


https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications/make-application
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/reception-applications/make-application
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/defer-reception-application
https://www.oxfordshire.gov.uk/residents/schools/apply-school-place/defer-reception-application

Housekeeping

As the colder weather draws in, please remember to make sure
that your child brings the following with them to nursery:

v" Hatand Gloves

A warm coat (that is also waterproof)

Wellie boots (for outdoor play)

Shoes (for indoor play) — please choose shoes
with Velcro — for safety, children are not
allowed lace up shoes.

Spare changes of warm clothes in their bag
Please make sure all clothes and personal items
are named —including shoes, coats and water
bottles. Un-named items are very difficult for
staff to find when children are needing help to
locate their belongings.

| THANK YOU
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Socks and Trousers!

We are running very low of spare socks and trousers!
If you have any from our spares collection at home,
please return them to us. We would also welcome any
donations of socks or trousers for children aged 3-5.

Please make sure that your child comes to nursery
With multiple changes of clothes in their bag, so that
they have a spare set available. Nursery is lots of fun
and children are busy learning so many new things.
Learning new things might also involve getting wet,
or dirty, so spare clothes are essential!

Hartbeeps

A huge thank you to a Kaia, a member of our parent
community, who is coming into nursery to run a free
Hartbeeps Christmas themed multi-sensory,
music-based class on Tuesday 9" December.
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Thursday 20" November: School photographer
taking individual portraits

The photographer will be in school to take
individual portrait shots of the children. If
you would like a sibling shot to be taken,
i then please wait after drop-off and let your
‘ child's group leader know so that these can
be done first.
If your child does not usually attend nursery on a Thursday
but you would like them to have a photograph taken, please
arrive between 1pm and 1.30pm and report to Reception so
that we can ensure your child's photograph is taken before
the nursery children; we will try to work through everyone as
swiftly as possible, but please be advised there may be a bit
of a wait!

To help children understand what this experience will be
like, we watch this short clip with them beforehand, you
might like to watch it together at home too:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVcF93uuhv4

Lunch Boxes

We have received additional guidance that children under 5
years old should not be given popcorn or marshmallows
because they are an aspiration and choking hazard. Please
help us to keep children safe by not placing these items in

their lunch boxes. | '

Please remember to always slice grapes, cherry tomatoes,
and other small round fruits into quarters lengthwise for
children, as whole ones are a major choking hazard. Cut foods
like carrots, sausages and cheese into thin strips/battons as
well. You can find out more information by clicking here:
https://www.nhs.uk/best-start-in-life/baby/weaning/safe-
weaning/preparing-food-safely/

Beginning Of Term — January 2026

5% January — INSET DAY — Nursery is closed to all children

e 6" January — Orientation Day

» Nursery is open for orientation sessions and welcome visits for new starters.

» Nursery is open to children attending for full days or who have a lunch session (30 hour and top up sessions)

» Nursery is closed to children attending 15-hour places in the main nursery (i.e. mornings or afternoons).

» The 2-year-old base will be closed. All staff from the 2-year-old base will be out visiting new starters. However,
if this causes you a problem with work, please come and speak to Sarah by Friday 28" November and we will do

our very best to accommodate you.

» We are trying to balance the needs of new children with existing parent’s childcare needs. If your child’s group
is not listed above as able to attend, but this causes you a problem with work, please come and talk to Sarah by

Friday 28™ November.
e 7™ January — Nursery opens as normal for all children.

» If your child will be new to the main nursery (moving up from the 2-year-old base), please come on the specific
start date which has been shared with you in our starting nursery correspondence. This includes children who
are moving from the 2-year-old base, into the main nursery school.


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AVcF93uuhv4
https://www.nhs.uk/best-start-in-life/baby/weaning/safe-weaning/preparing-food-safely/
https://www.nhs.uk/best-start-in-life/baby/weaning/safe-weaning/preparing-food-safely/
https://www.hartbeeps.com/
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Autumn Term Dates for Your Diary

Monday 17" November: Parents Evening 4-6pm

Thursday 20™ November: Individual School Photos

Wednesday 3" December: Theatre Company Visiting Lydalls to perform a pantomime for children in the main nursery.

Pantomime begins at 9.30. All afternoon only children should instead attend for the morning session.

Friday 5" December: Christmas Bazaar 4-6pm

Friday 9 December: Hartbeeps Christmas Session

Monday 15% December: Musicians are visiting us from Aureus secondary school to perform some festive songs

Tuesday 16 December: Lydalls Staff Panto! A tradition invented during the covid years when we were unable to venture

out, look out for festively dressed staff members as we perform our own show for the children — bringing a festive twist to
our upcoming book week ‘The 3 Little Pigs’.

Wednesday 17" December: Christmas Party 8.45-11.35 (Main Nursery Only). Join us to hear the children sing their

Christmas songs at 11.15. All afternoon only children should instead attend for the morning session.

Thursday 18" December: Biscuit and Movie Day! We will be icing biscuits with the children and watching a Christmas film!

Friday 19th December Last Day Autumn Term — Lydalls Closes at 11.45am

Monday 22" December 2025 to Friday 2" January 2025: Christmas Holiday — Lydalls Closed

Monday 5th January: INSET Day — Lydalls Closed

Tuesday 6th January: Orientation Day for new starters. 30 hours children may attend nursery as normal (see details above)

Wednesday 7t January: Normal sessions resume for all children.



https://www.lydallsnurseryschool.co.uk/term-dates/

